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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 
Metropolitan Bible Church 

June 28, 2020 4:00PM 
 

 

Ministry Corporation 

1. Prayer and call the meeting to order – Bob Shaver 

2. Introduction of new members – Morris Repeta 

3. Review of the Nominating Process – Peter Hall 

4. Election of 2020 Ministry Board Directors – Peter Hall 

5. Presentation of 2019 Financial Statements – Lou Ranahan 

6. Appointment of Auditors for 2020 – Lou Ranahan 

7. MET Ministry Update – Jonathan Griffiths 

8. Adjournment of Meeting 
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YOUR 2019 MINISTRY BOARD 

 

Bob Shaver – Chair 

Julian Brainerd – Vice-Chair 

Mark Donaldson – Finance 

Morris Repeta – Secretary 

Glen Ewen – Member at large 

Richard Loewen – Member at large 

Mark Oueis – Member at large  

Aaron Maley– Member at large 

Peter Hall – Member at large 

 

Lou Ranahan – Appointed Treasurer 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

 
We live in changing times and at The Met this year we have had many blessings and 
certainly some unique challenges.  
 
Last summer we could see an expanding children’s work with multiple activities over the 
summer and many children involved.  The youth and young adult ministries continue to 
grow and thrive and overall in every ministry we had a lot going on with many volunteers 
engaged in serving. There were (and still are) lots of opportunities for growth and the 
gospel.  It was good to be together moving forward.  
 
That all changed in March when we had to rethink “virtually” everything we were 
doing.  We had to take that up close and personal ministry and figure out how to make it 
relevant “online”.  Clearly this was a difficult task and could never be the same as 
gathering together but I have to say that our pastors and staff “stepped up to the plate” 
and made it happen; they did it well.  This “virtual” situation has carried us through and 
now we are closer to what we long for that is to fulfill the instructions in Hebrews 10:25 
of “Not neglecting to meet together, but encouraging one another”. We couldn’t meet 
during this time but we could definitely encourage and many did!  I am certain we all will 
forever have a new appreciation for being together and the fellowship of believers; 
brothers and sisters in Christ together worshiping and enjoying our Lord.  We still have 
much time to go to get back together fully but we have that time to look forward to. In 
the meantime we look to the Lord to guide us through – He is absolutely faithful. 
 
The Lord has been merciful to us and we continue to rely on His grace and protection. 
We need to continue to pray for the church as a whole, be involved in the Word, spend 
time with the Lord and always remember to encourage and care for each other in any 
way possible – this is what the Lord would have us do. 
  
Robert Shaver 
Chairman, Directors Board 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
It has been my privilege to serve as The Met’s Treasurer for 2019. I serve alongside 
several others who have the responsibility to carefully steward the resources of The 
Met. Lorena Severson serves as our Donations Secretary and she organizes the 
offering count teams to prepare deposits each Sunday. Lorena also records all of the 
bank deposits and online donations, and prepares the annual donation receipts we 
provide to donors for Income Tax purposes. Barbara Pranger is our Finance Officer, 
and she records all of our expenses, administers payroll and ensures that the bills are 
paid. Sue Reissner is the Office Manager. Sue handles many administrative matters as 
well as maintaining the Fixed Asset schedule and provides helpful advice on accounting 
as an accredited CPA. These are special people who I appreciate very much. 
As Treasurer, I get to see God working in wonderful ways through his providing the 
necessary resources for an expansive ministry. Giving is a work of grace in the 
believer's heart, where the Christ-follower demonstrates his/her love and obedience to 
the Lord by delighting in making sacrificial financial gifts to the ministry of the Gospel. All 
gifts are confidential, which allows believers to make donations as the Lord leads and 
for the right motives.  Through the giving of God's people, we were able to meet all 
expenses in 2019 and record a small surplus.  
As I write this report in June, we are preparing to re-open after 3 months of "virtual 
church". During that time, we saw our people generously giving to meet the needs of 
The Met, so that as at the end of May, we were in a better position financially than when 
the COVID crisis began. To God be the Glory! 
2 Corinthians 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become 
rich. 
 
In Christ, 
Lou Ranahan 
Treasurer 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
Ministry Corporation Board Nominating Committee Members: 
Peter Hall – Ministry Nominating Committee Chair and Board Representative 
Pastor Jonathan Griffiths – Pastoral Representative 
Linda Lim – Met Member Rep 
Darlene MacLean – Met Member Rep 
Steve Tharakan – Met Member Rep 
  
Property Corporation Board Nominating Committee Members: 
Pastor Jonathan Griffiths – Property Nominating Committee Chair and Pastoral 
Representative 
Morris Repeta – Board Secretary 
Linda Lim – Met Member Rep 
Darlene MacLean – Met Member Rep 
Steve Tharakan – Met Member Rep 
 
The two Nominating Committees were struck in December 2019, in accordance with 
The Met Bylaws.  In keeping with past practice, member representatives were asked to 
serve on both Board Committees to streamline the candidate discussion and selection.  
The qualifications for Director Nominees of both Boards share the biblical requirements 
of 1 Timothy 3:1-13, and so discussions surrounding potential candidates occurred at 
the same time.  From the outset, we sought godly men of character. (Ministry Board 
Directors are also The Met’s Elders and as such have additional conflict of professional 
and personal interest requirements as outlined in Article 7.1 (i) of the Ministry Board 
Bylaw.) 
 
Ministry Corporation Board: 
There are four positions open, each for a three-year term. We asked the congregation 
to prayerfully consider each of the men standing for election, and to look to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading with their vote. The Nominating Committee sought to have more 
nominees than the four open positions, in order to provide a choice to the membership.  
Our plans are not always God’s plan.  While multiple qualified candidates were 
considered throughout the process, we believe the Lord has led us to the nominees on 
the ballot. Some candidates were not able to let their names stand at this time. 
  
Property Corporation Board: 
2019 marked the beginning of integrated three-year terms. The terms of the three 
positions in 2019 were staggered as outlined in Article 3.7(c) of the Property 
Corporation so that in the future, if each term is served to completion, only one director 
position comes open annually. The allocation of term lengths to Directors will be 
decided among the Directors themselves once elected. 
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Again, the Nominating Committee sought to have more nominees than the single open 
position to provide a choice to the membership. 
All candidates were invited to attend an information session outlining the commitment of 
the service role and to have an opportunity to ask questions.  We requested 
questionnaires and interviewed potential nominees as part of the evaluation process.   
  
The Committees put forward the following nominees: 
  
Ministry Corporation Nominees: Abraham Bach, Andrew Harwood, Doug McLellan and 
Robert Tooke 
  
Property Corporation Nominee: Mike Mulder 
  
Serving with the men and women on the Nominating Committees was an encouraging 
process, committing ourselves to prayer, understanding the teaching of the Word 
concerning church service in these roles, and to pray for guidance in the selection of 
candidates and for the candidates themselves. We would like to thank Linda, Darlene 
and Steve for agreeing to serve in this way, and for faithfully and cheerfully carrying out 
their charge. As committee members, we look forward to the coming ministry year with 
hope for the Lord’s plan for The Met. 
 
Peter Hall,  
Ministry Board Nominating Committee Chairman 
 
Pastor Jonathan Griffiths, 
Property Board Nominating Committee Chairman 
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NEW MEMBERS SINCE FEB 2020 

 
 
 
 

 

Lateef  Adewoye  Lydia-Anne  Ninaber 

Toyin  Adewoye  Josh  Ninaber 

Heather  Berghuis  Glenda  Paquette 

Henry  Berghuis  Mary  Pascas 

Victoria Brown  Brian  Pascas 

Jonathan  Brown  Yen  Priddle 

Bonnie  Clark  Stephen  Priddle 

Trevor  Clark  Judy  Rae 

Wendy  Forbes  Paul  SMITH 

Brian  Forbes  Louise Speirs 

Melody  Gardner  John  Thelen 

Don  Gardner  Susan  Toman 

Rachel  Goodridge  Carolyn  Vandenbelt 

David  Goodridge  Beth  Villarin 

Jolanda  Jardine  Anne  White 

First Last  Lorne  WHITE 

Kate  Loewen  Christina  Yarney 

Monique  Montaruli  Thaddeus  Yarney 

Louise  Mulitze  Gail  Yeung 

Micheal  Mulitze  Vincent  Yeung 

Manasseh  Muvandimwe    
Andrea  Nicholls    
Ian  Nicholls    
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Meeting Minutes: 
Congregational Meeting 

Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporation 

Feb 9th, 2020, 4:00PM 

 
  

 Discussion / Decisions Action Items 

1. Opening and 
Commencement 

 There was 269 members physically + proxies present at the meeting. 

 Quorum was set 184 members as there was 525 members as of Feb 
09,2020 

 Robert Shaver called the meeting to order 

 

2.   Short devotion 
& open In Prayer 
(Chair) 

 Bob opened the meeting in prayer 

 Gave short devotion on Titus 2; 11-14 

 

3. selection of 
scrutineers (Morris) 

Selection of scrutineers: 

 Nancy Tooke 

 Bob Tooke 

 Shirley Ewen 

 Glen Ewen 

 

4.  New members  Morris Repeta introduced and welcomed the following new MET 

members: 

Meed Elizabeth (Liz) 
Johnston Devon 

Kperegbeyi Christian 

Simon (Kperegbeyi) Sharane 

Yee George 

Rennalls David 

Rennalls Jennifer 

Bonney Caleb 

Bonney (Van Dolder) Cassidy 

Brake Brenda 

Coburn Ron 

Malebranche Michel 

Odumu Chris 

Usifoh Nneka (Oghee) 

Zhang Bing 

Corak Marian 

Duff Liezl 
Lowery John 

 Present members were notified that they would not receive an email to 

confirm the willingness to maintain their membership since they attended 

the meeting 

 



 

10 

 

 

 

5.  Budget review 

(Lou) 
 Lou provided an update on the unaudited 2019 financials, indicated a 

~112K$ surplus at the end of the year 

 Ministry Corp Budget was presented. It calls for a budget of $3,485,000. 

 Chris explained the budget preparation process which started in Oct 2019 

Motion: 

Lou moves that the Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporation 2020 

Budget of $3,485,000 be approved as presented.   

Seconded: Bob Tooke  -  

 The motion was carried by a majority vote via ballots. 

 

5.   Ministry Update 

(Pastor Jonathan) 
Pastor Jonathan provided an update on three areas 

 Draw In – Mission 

o Effort to get church attendees to move from the periphery to the 

core 

o 525 members; database has grown from more 5,500 contacts 

from 2.5 years ago to more 10,000 today 

o Not sustainable to have a sustainable ministry with so few 

involved 

o Want to invest in more evangelism  at the Met, looking for the 

right person 

 Missions Review 

o Want to grow the ministry 

o Currently reviewing the ministry to determine the health 

o Sub-committee has started the review process 

o Want to foster new missionaries from the Met going forward 

 Societal trends 

o Need to pray for our nation and our leaders 

o Need to get involved in our nation, concerned with some 

legislative agenda 

 Protection of life 

 Freedom of religion 

 

6.   Review the 

Nominating Process 

(Peter Hall) 

 

 Nominating process is progressing well 

 Two meetings have been held since January 

 On-track to have a preliminary list of candidates before the end of March 

 

7. Meeting 

adjournment  
Motion:  It was moved for meeting adjournment at 5:25PM. 

The motion was seconded by Dell Smith.  The motion was carried by a 
majority vote via a show of hands. 
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MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS 

Meeting Minutes: 
Annual General Meeting 

Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporation 

May 26th, 2019, 4:00PM 
 

 

 Discussion / Decisions Action Items 

1.  Call Ministry 

Corporation Meeting to 

Order (Chair Ministry 

Board – Bob) 

 There was 235 members physically present at the 
meeting + 54 proxy votes = 289 

 

2.  Short devotion & 

Open In Prayer (Bob) 

 Bob opened in prayer and spent some time in 2Peter 

1:3-11 

 What should characterize a member of the Met: 

virtue, knowledge, self-control, godliness, brotherly 

affection and love 

 

 

3, Approval of Minutes    

 

Motion:  Moved by Morris Repeta:   

“I move to adopt the minutes from the May 28, 2017 
Annual General Meeting and the February 11, 2018 
congregational meeting, as presented in the annual 
report.” 

 The motion was seconded by Paul Mussell.  The 

motion was carried by a majority vote via a show of 

hands. 
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4.  Introduce New 

Members (Morris) 
Morris Repeta introduced and welcomed the following 

new MET members: 

 Joe Candy 

 Fion Chan 

 Juliana Lopera 

 Martha Lopera (Pinto) 

 Cecilia Alves 

 Behnaz Behmanesh 

 Marlene Dalley 

 Reza Deison 

 Medhat El-Nakady 

 Isac Lima 

 Chris Baker 

 Jacqueline (Michielli) Anthony 

 Daniel Anthony 

 Aimee Mussell  

 Elizabeth Shepherd 

 Esther Yeung 

 Samir Javed 

 Tamara Javed 

 Daniel Gilman 

 Adam Callaway 

 Lindsay Callaway 

 

5.  Budget review 

(Lou)  

The 2019 Ministry Corporation budget of $3,450,000 was 

presented. 

 Spending rationale 

 A snapshot of last 10 years’ giving was shown – 

challenge given to increase as there has been no 

significant increase 

Motion: 

Lou moves that the Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry 

Corporation 2019 Budget of $3.45 Million be approved 
as presented.   

Seconded: Judy Gatehouse  -  

 The motion was carried by a majority vote via 

ballots. 
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6.  Review of the 

Nominating Process 

(Mark Donaldson) 

 

 Carol Kilgour provided a brief summary of her 

experience on the Nominating committee and 

outlined selection process. 

Selection of scrutineers: 

 Rod Nickel 

 George Borschewski 

 Trevor Crowe 

 Edmond Chiasson 

As a results of the voting process, the following 

candidates were elected 

 Peter Hall  

 Aaron Mailey  

 

7.  Presentation of 

Ministry Corporation 

2018 Financial 

Statements (Lou) 

Lou Ranahan provided an overview of the 2018 audited 

financial statements to the members. It was followed by a 

brief Q&A period. 

 

8.  Motion to 

Appointment of 

Auditors for 2019 

(Lou) 

Motion:  Moved by Lou Ranahan:  In accordance with 
Article 9.7 of the Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry 
Corporation by-laws, I move that Price Waterhouse 
Coopers be appointed as Auditors for 2019. 

The motion was seconded by Richard Thorton.  The 

motion was carried by a majority vote via a show of 

hands. 

 

9. MET Ministry 

Update (Pastor 

Jonathan) 

 Living out the new mission statement has been 
encouraging for the last 18 months 

 Help in getting all the ministries focused on the same 
page 

 3 project update 

Sandra Tharakan Home@The Met 

 Prioritizing engaging newcomers 

 introducing section hosts in the sanctuary 

 Enhancing our database tracking for follow-up of 

our guests 

 

Adam Callaway Met @ Home 

 Prioritizing the growth and development of 

Community Groups 

 Training leaders and providing resources 
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 There is currently 37 active groups 

 David Renalls will be joining the pastoral team in 

January, as the Pastor Discipleship to continue 

the work started BY Pastor Adam. 

Bible Teaching in Canada 

 This initiative, known as The Timothy Trust, has 

already launched a training course on Biblical 

exposition for interns to raise up a new generation 

of preachers. 

 is preparing for a luncheon for area pastors, and a 

fall retreat for men in ministry, to refresh the 

preacher and his preaching. 

 

10 Ministry Board 

Update (Bob) 
 Bob provided a brief update on the Ministry 

Board, details can be found in the yearend report 

 Followed by a brief Q&A sessions 

 

11. Meeting 

adjournment  
Motion:  It was moved for meeting adjournment at 
5:50PM. 

The motion was seconded by Edmond Chiasson.  The 
motion was carried by a majority vote via a show of 
hands. 
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2019 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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