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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 

Metropolitan Bible Church 

May 28, 2023, 4:00PM 

Ministry Corporation 

1. Call Meeting to Order – Andrew Harwood

2. Notes from the Chairman – Julian Brainerd

3. Review of the Nominating Process – Mark Oueis

4. Election of 2023 Ministry Board Directors – Mark Oueis

5. Presentation of 2022 Financial Statements – Bob Shaver

6. Appointment of Auditors for 2023 – Bob Shaver

7. Introduction of New Members – Andrew Harwood

8. Missions Update – Jonathan Griffiths

9. Adjournment of Meeting
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YOUR 2022/23 MINISTRY BOARD 

Julian Brainerd – Chair 

Aaron Maley – Vice-Chair 

Andrew Harwood – Secretary 

Jonathan Brown – Director 

Kevin Ferguson – Director  

Doug McLellan – Director 

Mark Oueis – Director 

Bob Tooke – Director  

Morris Repeta – Director  

Bob Shaver –Treasurer (appointed officer) 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

This has been a year of growth for The Met. Over the last two years we urged those 
who could come out, meet together, and encourage one another. Many responded, and 
we have seen a significant growth in attendance on Sundays and during the week. It is 
a joy to experience God’s grace, as He brings people from varied backgrounds to The 
Met and unites us as one through the truth of His Word and the transforming work of the 
Holy Spirit, in Christ. (Ephesians 2:11-22) 

It is the Word that causes us to grow, encourage, and build each other up. The ministry 
of the Word on Sundays continues to draw many, transforming their lives. Through the 
ministry of Encounter the Truth, the Lord has given us an opportunity to proclaim this 
Word across much of North America and engage many with the gospel. This year we 
saw several individuals being established in the Word and choosing to be baptized in 
obedience to the Word. Public testimonies spur us to stand firm in our own faith. 
Timothy Trust, which seeks to equip ministry workers across Canada, also equips our 
own, including interns and staff, in rightly handling and teaching the Word. 

We are thankful for the many labourers the Lord has brought to serve us, for His glory. 
Earlier this year, Pastor Christopher Joseph (Joy) joined us- an answer to prayer and 
patient waiting. We also recruited Richard Agnew, to serve as Associate Pastor. The 
Lord has blessed us with a dynamic group of pastoral elders, skilled in teaching the 
Word and committed to discipleship. Under the leadership of our pastoral elders and 
ministry directors, we are seeing growth in every ministry area. Children’s ministry has 
seen phenomenal growth, we are also seeing growth in our men’s, women’s, seniors’ 
and family ministries. Numeric growth comes with a responsibility to disciple those 
under our care. For this we are thankful to our growing staff and many volunteers who 
serve in unity, with our ministry leaders.  

There has also been a significant increase in membership. The lay elders have 
coordinated regular membership classes, and along with our deacons, interview each 
membership applicant. Membership confirms our common faith, our commitment to 
serve one another, and our willingness to be accountable for our conduct. 

This year we updated our benevolence policy. We started with theological reflection, 
which was led by our pastoral elders, and concluded with a revised policy approved by 
the lay elders. The policy seeks to respond to the needs of our own congregation and 
the needs of those outside our fellowship. (Galatians 6:10) 

Growth makes us acutely aware of our need for prayer. Pray for the Lord’s provision so 
that we can serve each other well. Pray for the Lord’s spiritual protection over our 
leaders and their families. Pray also that we will be a faithful in shining the light of His 
Word, from the Hill. (John 1:4-5) 

For His Glory, 

Julian Brainerd 
Chairman, Ministry Board 

5



2022 TREASURER’S REPORT 
(MINISTRY CORPORATION) 

Over the 2022 year most of us have returned to normal.  We are getting together as we 
used to and fellowshipping together as part of the family of God.  Much has changed 
over the past few years including the way we tithe. While we no longer pass an offering 
plate around on Sunday mornings it seems that the saints at The Met have remained 
faithful givers over this period - we have seen a continued increase in giving as the 
Lord's work is a priority and part of our worship - we give back to the Lord as He has 
blessed us. In Matthew 6, we read that the Lord rewards those who give in secret - our 
giving is between us and our Lord. 

Financially, The Met is on firm ground. The Ministry Board takes fiscal responsibility 
seriously but at the same time realizes that the funds given to the ministry are to be 
used for the Lord's work and the advancement of the gospel.  Funds are spent with 
considering our mission to glorify God by making disciples of Jesus Christ, together 
engaging people with the gospel, establishing believers in the gospel and equipping 
servants of the gospel.  We maintain prudent reserves but always keep our purpose in 
view.  We ended the year with a small deficit which allowed us to meet ministry 
objectives.  

For 2023 the board recommended, and the membership approved a budget of 
$4,550,000.  This is a substantial increase over previous years, however there is a 
vision to grow the ministry given the great spiritual needs of our world today.  The Lord 
expects us to be salt and light in our community and nation. 

The board thanks you for your faithfulness to the Church during 2022 and we look 
forward to a strong 2023 serving together. 

Bob Shaver 
Treasurer 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Ministry Corporation Board Nominating Committee Members: 
Mark Oueis – Ministry Nominating Committee Chair and Board Representative 
Pastor Jonathan Griffiths – Pastoral Representative 
Cory McAree– Met Member Rep 
Kaily Kim – Met Member Rep 
Heather Berghuis– Met Member Rep 

Property Corporation Board Nominating Committee Members: 
Pastor Jonathan Griffiths – Property Nominating Committee Chair and Pastoral 
Representative 
Andrew Harwood – Board Secretary 
Cory McAree– Met Member Rep 
Kaily Kim – Met Member Rep 
Heather Berghuis– Met Member Rep 

The two Nominating Committees were formed in December 2022, in accordance with 
The Met Bylaws.  Member representatives were asked to serve on both Board 
Committees to streamline the candidate discussion and selection.  The qualifications for 
Director Nominees of both Boards share the biblical requirements of 1 Timothy 3:1-13, 
and this was the focus of our meeting starting in early January. (Ministry Board 
Directors are also The Met’s Elders and as such have additional conflict of professional 
and personal interest requirements as outlined in Article 7.1 (i) of the Ministry Board 
Bylaw.) 

Ministry Corporation Board: 
There are three positions open, each for a three-year term. Three of the board members 
serving in those positions are eligible for reelection. The Nominating Committee sought 
to have more nominees than the three open positions, to provide a choice to the 
membership, and to provide freedom to the board members eligible for reelection, that 
they might not serve “under compulsion” (1 Peter 5:2). The Lord provided four men who 
are willing and able, and we believe qualified for the position. While we considered 
many other candidates throughout the process, some we chose not to proceed with 
while others felt unable to let their name stand at this time. After much prayer, we 
believe the Lord has led us to the nominees on the ballot. 

Property Corporation Board: 
There is a single open position open, for a three-year term as per the recent bylaw 
changes. The Nominating Committee set out to have more nominees than the single 
open position to provide a choice to the membership. We considered several qualified 
candidates, and in the end, the Lord led us to three candidates on the ballot. 
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The Committees put forward the following nominees: 
  
Ministry Corporation Nominees: Andrew Harwood, Bob Tooke, David Thai, Doug 
McLellan 
  
Property Corporation Nominees: Mike Mulder, Paul Mussell and Steve Lim  
  
Serving with the men and women on the Nominating Committees was a privilege and 
an encouragement. Meeting many men in the congregation who are devoted to Christ 
and willing to serve the King of Kings was a joy. We would like to thank Kaily, Heather, 
Andrew, and Cory for agreeing to serve in this way, and for faithfully and prayerfully 
carrying out their charge. The committee members look forward to the coming ministry 
year, trusting and desiring the Lord’s will for The Met. 
 
Mark Oueis,  
Ministry Board Nominating Committee Chairman 
 
Pastor Jonathan Griffiths, 
Property Board Nominating Committee Chairman 
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NEW MEMBERS MARCH TO MAY 2023 

• Anand Balaram
• Ben & Christine Eagleson
• Brian Peter
• Chris Russell
• Corey Pike
• Daniel Lauzon
• Daniel Leger
• Duncan & Joanna Hollingsworth
• Heather Sunstrum
• Hemal & Abbey Gandhi
• Jean & Breanne Abraham
• John & Sharon Miller
• Lynn Keeler
• Marilyn Romkey
• Marlies Charters
• Melodie Thompson
• Michael Alves & Kathleen Ribeiro
• Pastor Richard & Jenn Agnew
• Ramon & Maria Baay
• Simon Mao
• Stanley Senathipathy
• Wayne & Erin Anthony
• William McNair
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Meeting Minutes 
Membership Meeting – Annual General Meeting, AGM 

Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporation 
June 5, 2022, 4:00PM 

Item Discussion / Decisions Actions

1 – Opening and 
Call to Order 

The members meeting commenced at 4:00pm. 

Julian Brainerd welcomed the members, called the meeting to order, 
shared from Psalm 118, and opened in prayer. 

2 – Nominating 
Process 

Doug McLellan provided a review of the nominating process for 
Board nominees this year.  The Nominating Committee consisted of 
Doug McLellan (Chair), Pastor Jonathan Griffiths, Andrea Nicolls, 
Steve Andrews, and Linda Lim. 

3 – Quorum, 
Scrutineers, and 
Voting 

Andrew Harwood noted that the 35% quorum specified in the by-
laws had been met for this meeting. 

Simply Voting was used for all electronic ballots and has an internal 
certification process.  For paper ballots the following Scrutineers 
were announced: Lorena Severson and Patricia DeJong. 

Members who had not already voted were invited to complete their 
ballots and submit them. 

Andrew thanked outgoing Elders Peter Hall and Abraham Bach. 

4 – 2021 Financial 
Statements 

Peter Hall presented the 2021 audited financial statements to the 
members, and updated the membership on the financial position. 

5 – Appointment of 
Auditors for 2022 

Peter moved the following motion for those members not yet voted 
(to be added to electronic voting results): 

“I approve the appointment of PwC as auditors of the 
Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporation for 2022” 

Andrew Harwood announced that the results of the electronic voting 
indicated that the motion had been carried. 

6 – Recognition of 
New Members 

Andrew Harwood announced and welcomed the following new 
members:  Kaily Kim, Karina Flick, Aren & Myriam Van Volkingburgh, 
Sophia Kasthuri & Dhanaraj Samuel. 

7 – Missions Report Chris Shadbolt updated the members on the state of missions at the 
MET, including providing an overview of the new missions policy, 
missionaries/agencies supported by the MET, changes in 
missionaries, missionary visits via Zoom, the Missionary in Training 
program, and Encounter the Truth. 
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Item Discussion / Decisions Actions

8 – Ministry Update Pastor Jonathan Griffiths provided a ministry update, including a 
discussion on covid impacts, the staff team, the missions program, 
Encounter the Truth, and Timothy Trust. 

9 – Approval of 
Minutes 

Andrew Harwood moved the following motion to approve the minutes 
from recent membership meetings: 

“The membership approves the minutes from the May 30, 
2021 and the February 13, 2022 membership meetings” 

The motion was carried. 

10 – Election of 
Board of Directors 

Andrew Harwood announced that all three nominees had been 
ratified: Aaron Maley, Jonathan Brown, and Morris Repeta. 

11 – Questions Members were invited to ask questions from the floor. 

Some questions were received in advance via email and responses 
will be posted on-line. 

Members joining the meeting via Zoom were invited to submit 
questions via email. 

12 – Closing 
Comments and 
Adjournment 

Julian Brainerd shared some closing comments and adjourned the 
meeting. 
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Meeting Minutes 
Membership Meeting 

Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporation 
February 12, 2023, 4:00PM 

Item Discussion / Decisions Actions

1 – Opening and 
Call to Order 

The members meeting commenced at 4:00pm. 

Julian Brainerd welcomed the members, shared from Psalm 15, 
called the meeting to order, and opened in prayer. 

2 – Quorum, 
Scrutineers, and 
Approval of Minutes 

Andrew Harwood noted that the 35% quorum specified in the by-
laws had been met for this meeting. 

The following Scrutineers were announced and thanked for being 
willing to serve in this way: Tom and Katherine McKee, and Steven 
Harrison. 

Andrew Harwood moved the following motion to approve the minutes 
from the 2022 Annual General Meeting: 

“The membership approves the minutes from the June 5, 
2022 Annual General Meeting” 

The motion was seconded by Morris Repetta, and was carried. 

3 – Recognition of 
New Members 

Andrew Harwood announced and welcomed the following new 
members: Andrew Murphy, Benjamin Thompson, Chad Docksteader, 
Crystal and Colin Tunnoch, Elijah Campbell, Jebavathy 
Suthinthirarani and Manuel Raja, Jim Cran, Lisa & Brent Lambert, 
Nerlande and Ivenlick Julien, Peter Berghuis, Pastor Joy & Sapna, 
Sharon McClure, Sophie and Tristan Schnurr, Valrica and York 
Campbell. 

4 – Lead Pastor 
Update 

Pastor Jonathan Griffiths shared from Charles Spurgeon, and 
provided a ministry update.  He updated the members on the 
following items:  increased Sunday service and various ministry 
attendance, missions pastor and missions ministry, special projects 
such as the Canadian Religious Freedom Summit, Timothy Trust, 
and Encounter the Truth. 
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Item Discussion / Decisions Actions

5 – Review of 2022 
Budget and 
Presentation of 
Proposed 2023 
Budget 

Bob Shaver provided an overview of the 2022 budget and giving 
highlights, based on preliminary budget figures. 

Bob presented the 2023 budget, including an outline of the budgeting 
process.  Bob presented budget highlights including personnel, 
missions, facility and ministry costs.  The proposed budget for 2023 
is $4,550,000.  It was noted that there is a significant increase to 
missions, and that the building is 15 years old and we need to plan 
for future repairs. 

Bob took questions from the members, and moved the following 
motion, which was seconded by Bob Tooke and was carried: 

“The proposed budget for 2023 calendar and fiscal year be 
approved” 

6 – Nominating 
Committee 

Mark Oueis provided an update on the nominating committee 
activities, process that will be undertaking, and criteria that will be 
followed. 

The Nominating Committee consists of Mark Oueis (Chair), Pastor 
Jonathan Griffiths, Heather Berghuis, Kaily Kim and Cory McAree. 

7 – Voting Results Andrew Harwood announced the results of the 2023 budget vote 
(see Item 5).  The proposed 2023 budget passed with the members 
voting 92.6% in favour. 

8 – Questions from 
the Floor 

Members were invited to ask questions.  No questions were asked. 

9 – Closing 
Comments and 
Adjournment 

Julian Brainerd thanked the members and adjourned the meeting. 
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GIFTS MADE TO QUALIFIED DONNES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

This link below identifies the gifts The Metropolitan Bible Church Ministry Corporations 
made to qualified donees and other organizations during the fiscal year. 

https://apps.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/hacc/srch/pub/t3010/v25/t3010QlfdDns_dsplyovrvw 
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